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ABOUT US 

Founded in 1995, the firmôs senior professionals 

have combined industry experience in excess of 

100 years 

 - We are the premier real estate firm specializing in land and 

 investment sales in Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC 

We have a best in class team of seasoned real 

estate professionals 

 - Our team has unmatched knowledge of the Mid-           

    Atlantic regionôs land and investment sales market 

We offer a comprehensive menu of land and 

investment sales services 

 - Specialty areas include residential, office, industrial, 

    hotel, and mixed use sales experts 
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ABOUT US 

We offer a wide range of additional services 

 - Specialty areas include Financing, Management, and     

   Advisory Services 

We offer access to our strong national, regional 

and local real estate network 

 - We have long-term relationships with leading industry    

   organizations, businesses, and political leaders 

Our strategically aggressive business philosophy is 

based on sound methodology 

 - Our immersion in the latest and best market data guides   

   our strategic approach 
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OUR RESULTS 

We have consummated over 475 land and 

investment sales transactions valued at in excess 

of $3.75 billion, including over 35,000 residential 

lots and land entitled for in excess of 6,000,000 

square feet of commercial development 
 

 

At the peak of the land sales market in 2005, we 

sold over $500 million in land which accounted for 

2% of the $20 plus billion in national land 

transactions that year* 
*Source: Real Capital Analytics 
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OUR TEAM  
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OUR TEAM 

Richard O. Samit 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer  
Broker, Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and District of Columbia 
 

 

Richard Samit, our CEO and founder of Virginia based Fraser Forbes Real Estate Services is an award-winning industry leader in the 
Washington DC region.  Samit has been responsible for building the firm into one of the Mid-Atlantics leading real estate companies.  Since 
its founding in 1995,   Fraser Forbes has sold in excess of $3.75 billion in development sites, including  over 475 separate projects 
encompassing over 35,000 residential lots and land entitled for over 6,000,000 square feet of commercial development. 

 

In addition to the companies best in class sales capabilities, Samit has created Fraser Forbes Management and Advisory Services Group, 
which provides local and regional market analysis, valuation underwriting, asset management and development solutions for our clients. 

 

His vision to help clients with much needed capital support  brought about our Financing Services  division  which assists in raising real estate 
project equity and debt . Relationships have been established with institutional investors and high net worth individuals, as well as national, 
regional, and community banks. 

 

Fraser Forbes four distinct groupsï Land and Investment  Sales, Financing Services, Management Services and Advisory Services-- are a 
direct product of Samits strategic vision; and he continues to lead their expansion to meet client needs in the real estate arena.  

 

Mr. Samits personal subject matter expertise is well known among leaders in Washington Area real estate for sales, development, 
construction and finance.  He has been a frequent presenter on regional real estate panels and has been featured in numerous articles in the 
Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, The Washington Business Journal, Bisnow on Business, Globe Street, Smart CEO, Big Builder 
and Mid-Atlantic Real Estate Journal.  He stays abreast of emerging trends and his network of industry-wide relationships built throughout his 
24 year regional real estate career has been instrumental to the growth of Fraser Forbes Real Estate Services.  

 

Samit is an active member of the community.  He established the Richard O. Samit Charitable Fund of the Montgomery County Charitable 
Foundation which supports various organizations, is a current member of the US Capital Chapter of Young Presidents Organization and 
serves on the advisory board of a leading community bank in the Metro area.  Mr. Samit holds a Bachelors of Arts in Political Science from the 
University of Connecticut. 
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OUR TEAM 

Bruce C. Winston 
Senior Vice President 

Associate Broker, District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia 
 

With over 50 years in the real estate industry, Bruce Winston offers Fraser Forbes' clients the benefit of extensive experience and 

successful track record within the development, home building and banking community. Since joining Fraser Forbes in 1999, 

Winston has been involved in transactions totaling over $1 Billion. He is a key leader of Fraser Forbes in all aspects of our 

business operations. In his five decades of doing business in the greater Washington DC Metropolitan area, his deep rooted  

relationships and vast knowledge provides clients with expertise rarely seen in this industry. Winston's real estate career began in 

the early 1960's with Dorothy K. Winston & Company. From 1974 to 1998, he was a builder and developer involved in the 

acquisition, development, entitlement, financing and marketing of over 800 single family and town house homes as well as 

several hundred residential lots in the Washington, DC metropolitan area .  Winston also developed an office building in 

Bethesda, Maryland. Winston served as president of the SMBIA (now MNCBIA) in 1983 and 1984. 

 

Jamie L. Gravino 
Director of Operations 

 

Jamie L. Gravino serves as the Director of Operations at Fraser Forbes.  She is actively involved with the companys strategic 

plans ,marketing , staff recruitment, business development, company management and technology enhancements.  Mrs. 

Gravinos extensive background from previous work experience provides Fraser Forbes with invaluable strengths and resources.  

Prior to arriving at Fraser Forbes, Mrs. Gravino worked at Heidt and Associates, a civil engineering and land surveying company 

in Tampa, Florida where she worked as an Executive Assistant to the Director of Land Surveying. After that,  Mrs. Gravino was 

responsible for commercial sales at ADT/Tyco Fire and Securities in Orlando Florida. Her sales volume placed her in the top 5% 

of producers for the company nationwide.  Mrs. Gravino is an active member of the local community where she does volunteer 

work for both Harbor School in Bethesda, Maryland and Greenacres School in Rockville,  Maryland.  She holds a BS from 

University of South Florida.   
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OUR TEAM 

Aaron J. Lebovitz 
Sales Associate 

Licensed in Virginia and Maryland 

 

Aaron Lebovitz started at Fraser Forbes as an analyst providing research and analytical support to the Land  

Sales , Financing ,Management, and Advisory groups.  He joined Fraser Forbes while enrolled in the Global  

MBA program at the George Washington University with a concentration in Finance and Real Estate Development.  Aaronôs  

previous work experience is in the automotive industry where he worked for Nissan North America, Inc. in the Mid-Atlantic  

Regional office in Herndon, Virginia.  Aaron spent his time at Nissan as a field sales representative covering three Mid-Atlantic  

markets in succession before returning to the office for management rotations.  Aaron brings analytical skills and creativity gained  

through his MBA along with sales operations skills acquired during his time in the automotive industry to add value to Fraser  

Forbes and its clients. Aaron serves the markets of Maryland and Virginia. 

 

Jason Saunders 
Sales Associate 

Licensed in Virginia 
 

Jason Saunders has earned a Bachelors of Science in Finance from the University of Maryland College Park and holds a 

Graduate Certificate in Personal Financial Planning from Georgetown University (CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERÊ). Jason 

started his career as an analyst for a leading management consulting firm that concentrated its expertise in the payments ï based 

areas of financial services. As an analyst, Jason worked on a variety of projects both client specific and industry related, including 

market research, marketing and business strategy development, financial modeling, and asset valuations. 

Over the past 6 years, Jason has worked as a personal financial advisor to individuals and families. During his time he was 

successful in providing sound fundamental guidance to his clients in the areas of investments, taxation, risk management, 

retirement, charitable giving, and estate planning. Past success as a personal financial advisor undoubtedly stems from his 

proven ability to help solve complex problems facing businesses and individuals. Jason has brought these skills to the team at 

Fraser Forbes in assisting all of it's many valued clients with a primary focus in the Northern Virginia market. 
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OUR TEAM 

Jamie Fraser 
Sales Associate 

Licensed in Virginia and Maryland 

Jamie  Fraser has been working in the real estate industry for over 15 years. After graduating with a BS in Civil Engineering from 

Bucknell University in 1997, he practiced land development engineering for six years and became a licensed Professional 

Engineer. In 2004, he earned his MBA from The University of Texas in Austin with a concentration in Real Estate Finance. For the 

past eight years, Mr. Fraser has been working as a project management consultant guiding developers through all phases of the 

development process. Between 2004 and 2008, he was primarily involved in the development of retail centers in Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, DC and Maryland. Between 2008 and 2010, he was the senior project manager of a $1.2 billion hospital construction 

project in Abu Dhabi. After returning from Abu Dhabi, he began his own project management consultancy and joined the Fraser 

Forbes team. Jamie's broad knowledge, relationships and experience in the development industry benefit Fraser Forbes' clients. 

Heôs focused on opportunities in Maryland where his lives with his wife and two children.  

Janie Bjork 
Sales Associate 

Licensed in Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia 

 

Janie offers expertise in senior housing, mixed-use, office, retail and land sales. Prior to joining Fraser Forbes, Janie provided 

exceptional performance through draft and execution of buy-sell-lease-hold strategies, driving maximum value on behalf of her 

client's properties. Janie spent the last 9 years at Marcus & Millichap Investment Services where she structured, negotiated and 

closed real property transactions, ranging in value from $1M to more than $40M, totaling in excess of $200,000,000. Further, 

Janie led teams in acquisitions and finance at several senior housing organizations, including Summerville Senior Living and 

ManorCare. Additionally, Janie worked for Citigroup where she managed consumer finance and real estate loan portfolios and 

developed complex financial models for evaluation of company performance and effectiveness of marketing programs. Janie 

holds a Master of Science in finance and a Bachelors of Business Administration from Loyola University. Janie is excited to bring 

her exemplary client relationship skills, strong work ethic and proven leadership to continue to achieve successes for both the 

clients and Fraser Forbes. She is active in Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Columbia. 
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OUR TEAM 

 

 

James Friedman 
Associate 

 

James Friedman is currently an undergraduate at George Washington University studying economics and statistics.  Since 

moving to D. C. three years ago, he has fallen in love with the area and taken a keen interest in the local real estate market, both 

in the District and the surrounding Metropolitan area.  As a new face in the industry, he is very excited to be a part of a rapidly 

developing DC market and to experience the growth of a vibrant Washington culture. He currently provides valuable research and 

marketing assistance to the sales team on projects in Maryland, Virginia and Washington D.C.  James is also looking to obtain his 

real estate license  upon his graduation in the spring of 2012 and embark on a career in real estate sales with Fraser Forbes. 

 

Support Staff 
 

Fraser Forbes further deploys various support staff to assist with our project needs.  This includes conducting research, financial 

underwriting, analysis for entitlement and development, and more.  Beyond our Fraser Forbes team,  we additionally maintain 

extremely deep relationships with the best in class consultants in the business in the legal, engineering, architectural, entitlement, 

development, and construction fields.  All of these collective internal and external team members provides the comprehensive 

solutions to our clients through all our service platforms.   
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OUR SERVICES 
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LAND AND INVESTMENT SALES 

 

Á     Founded in 1995 

Á     In excess of $3.75 billion in sales 

Á     Experts in creative Joint Venture Structures 

Á     Experts in property assemblage & large tracts 

Á     Specialized expertise selling 
ÁRaw Land 

ÁFinished Lots 

ÁMulti-Family Sites 

ÁMixed Use Sites 

ÁCommercial Sites 

ÁSingle Family Land 

ÁTownhome Land 

Á Improved Properties of all classes 
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LAND AND INVESTMENT SALES 

Á  Focused on Urban, Suburban & Rural Markets 

Á     Full Mid Atlantic coverage with best in class knowledge and 

 relationships in the Washington, DC Metro area 
ÁVirginia 

ÁMaryland 

ÁWashington, DC 

ÁPennsylvania 

Á     Buyer, Seller & Consultant Relationships include: 

National, Regional & Local Home 

Builders 

Law Firms 

Multi -Family Builder & Developers Engineering Firms 

Land Funds Architectural Firms 

Land Developers Land Planning Firms 

Institutional Buyers Appraisal Firms 

Private Investors Market Research Firms 

Non-Profit Organizations Accounting Firms 

Local Governments Commercial Developers 

Banks Local and National Business Owners 
15 



FINANCING SERVICES 

 

Á     Expertise in Sourcing Equity and Debt for any of the following    

 transaction types: 

 

ÁProgrammatic and Project Level Joint Ventures 

ÁPreferred Equity Transactions 

ÁAcquisition Financing 

ÁConstruction Financing 

ÁDevelopment Financing 

ÁSenior Mortgage Financing 
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MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

ÁExpertise in Entitlement support areas that include: 

Á Confidential review of your project for scope of services needed 

Á Discussion related to team assembly for property entitlement needs 

Á Strategic discussion of exit options available to you 

Á Management of property entitlements and approvals  

Á Site inspections 

Á Regular project updates 

Á Property coordination with our other Fraser Forbes teams on a as needed 

basis 
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ADVISORY SERVICES 

ÁExpertise in Analysis & Evaluation of property in all stages of development           
 including : 

ÁRaw Land 

ÁFinished Lots 

ÁMulti-Family Sites 

ÁMixed Use Sites 

ÁCommercial Sites 

Á Industrial Sites 

ÁSingle Family Sites 

ÁTownhome Sites 

ÁPartially completed sites of all types 
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ADVISORY SERVICES 

Á   Services include: 

Á  Specific Project and Area Market Studies 

Á  Broker Opinion of Value Reports 

Á  Highest and Best Use Analysis Studies 

Á  Supply and Demand Studies 

Á  Yield Studies  

Á  Discussion and Analysis of your exit options including a sale, joint venture 

          or  lease.   
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SELECTED BUILDER/DEVELOPER  CLIENTS 
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Northwestern Mutual 

http://www.beazer.com/
http://www.carlyle.com/index.html
http://www.clarkrealty.com/index.asp
http://www.comstockhomes.com/index.cfm
http://www.drhorton.com/corp/index.jsp
http://www.khov.com/Home/Brands/KHV/BrandHome.htm


SELECTED BANK CLIENTS 

21 



SAMPLE TESTIMONIALS (COMPLETE LIST IS ON OUR WEBSITE) 

Throughout my entire career I've had the opportunity and privilege to work with Rich Samit and his team at 

Principals at Fraser Forbes on Land Acquisition and Sales of premier properties in the Washington DC metro 

area. Properties that ranged from the most complex requiring creative strategies and structures, Lansdowne 

and Potomac Yard, to the traditional finished lot, residential transaction. Each time they have proven their 

ability to bring real value with added participation in the process. As important, through each phase of our 

market cycle, bringing strategic vision and a level of experience coupled with expertise essential for success. 

Fraser Forbes is uniquely suited to bring success to any Land Acquisition and Sale strategy in Washington, 

DC.   

       -Steve Fritz, Division President,  

      Ryland Homes 

 

With the help of Rich Samit, MRP acquired the Exchange at Potomac Yard in Alexandria, Virginia; an 

approximately 1.7M sq.ft. to be developed mixed-use town center. Fraser Forbes is one of the most successful 

brokers of land in the Washington, DC Metropolitan Area, has access to the key players in the market and 

knows how to facilitate transactions. We found them to be highly knowledgeable, problem solving deal makers. 

We look forward to a long term mutually beneficial relationship with Fraser Forbes and its professionals.  

       -Robert J. Murphy, Managing Principal  

      MRP Realty 
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SAMPLE TESTIMONIALS 

Our firm has been working with Rich, and all of the professionals at Fraser Forbes for well over fifteen years. 

They are without peer when it comes to knowledge of commercial and residential real estate throughout the 

greater DC area. They have an uncanny sixth sense for knowing what land is worth, who is selling and who is 

looking to buy. They are masters at marrying up buyers and sellers; they simply know how to make things 

happen. I recommend the professionals at Fraser Forbes without reservation to anyone looking to buy or sell 

commercial or residential ground.       

       -Gary Bowman, President 

      Bowman Consulting 

 

Fraser Forbes is the only company in metropolitan Washington that specializes in land transactions. They have 

carved out a terrific niche for themselves. No other company in the land space can compare with the track 

record of Fraser Forbes. Their coverage of the entire Washington DC area is unparalleled. 

       -Mark Coletta, Vice President 

      Camden Property Trust 

 

Fraser Forbes and Loiederman Soltesz Associates, Inc. have enjoyed a very close working relationship on 
identifying, exploring and jointly working together on many real estate opportunities within the greater 
Washington metropolitan area. The firm is highly professional and has an excellent reputation as being on the 
forefront of developing real estate markets in the Washington, DC area. 

       -Jim Soltesz, President and CEO 
      Loiederman Soltesz Associates, Inc 
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SAMPLE TESTIMONIALS 

I have worked with Rich Samit and his team at Fraser Forbes on many successful transactions. In each case, I felt that 
the representation added value to the transaction for Kettler and that the Fraser Forbes team was critical to getting the 
deal over the finish line. Rich is one of the few outside brokers we have retained to represent us in the sale of residential 
land. I believe that he is among the most respected and knowledgeable residential land brokers across all product types 
in the Metropolitan Area.  

       - Rick Hausler,  Principal 

      Insight Property Group, LLC 

 

Fraser Forbes' advisory services provide a qualified and essential perspective in the analysis of real property 
disposition. Their experience and on-staff professionals can assess market conditions, budgets, availability of buyers 
and alternative option in land and commercial property sales. When a bank needs assistance developing a plan for an 
asset, I can think of no better place to start than with Fraser Forbes.  

       -Barry Watkins, CEO of US Operations 

      Civica America 

 

 

I've worked with Rich Samit and the professionals at Fraser Forbes for over 15 years now, first as a Director of 

Land Acquisitions of Pulte Homes, later opening the Mid-Atlantic Division of KB Home, and now as a principal 

with Sunbrook Partners a specialty finance company. In each capacity Ive been able to turn to Fraser Forbes 

and know with confidence they would care for all my real estate needs. As the premier Mid-Atlantic land broker 

Fraser Forbes team twice sold me projects nominated for Washington Business Journals Deal of the Year -- 

Potomac Yards and The Crown Farm. Without their counsel, buying land here in Washington would be a much 

scarier prospect 

       -Steve Coniglio, Principal     

      Sunbrook Partners 
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SAMPLE TESTIMONIALS 

I've known Rich for about 10 years as we've been an active developer of multi-family real estate in the DC 

market for decades. Rich is simply the best land broker in the DC MSA. He knows every player, understands 

the "game" and does so as he keeps the highest ethical standards. When I'm selling land, I can't imagine not 

using Rich for the listing.  

       - Matt Ascher, Director 

      Northwestern Mutual Real Estate Investments 

 

Rich is an industry leader, a driven and forward thinking real estate executive. His knowledge of the 

Washington real estate market has helped drive the growth and success of Fraser Forbes. 

       - Dennis Cotter 

      James G. Davis Construction 

 

I have worked closely with Rich Samit and his team of real estate professionals at Fraser Forbes over the last 

10+ years. Rich has spearheaded successful sales efforts for Carl M Freeman Companies with multiple 

redevelopment sites we have owned. His knowledge, skill sets and ability to consummate transactions 

seamlessly have been deeply appreciated and of great benefit. I endorse his company's services whole 

heartedly and look forward to doing additional business together.  

       - Michael T. Reilly, COO and EVP 

      Carl M. Freeman Companies  
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SAMPLE TESTIMONIALS 

With the help of Fraser Forbes and their professional leadership, Centex Homes participated in the recently 

acquired Potomac Yard. The project encompasses 1700+/- residential units and 2,000,000+/- square feet of 

state-of-the-art buildable office and retail components in the bustling close-in corridor of Alexandria, VA near 

Washington Reagan National Airport. Centex Homes has been a NY Stock Exchange listed homebuilding 

company since 1969. This purchase has been significant in positioning Centex Homes as a top five leader in 

the Washington, DC development industry.  

- Howard B. Katz, Acquisitions & Development Director, Streetscape/Michael Harris Development, Inc. 

Former Vice President Strategic Land Acquisition Centex Homes 

Rich knows more about land sales than anyone I know. While the real estate sector has had good times and 

bad times, Rich has been consistent in his energetic, knowledgeable and successful approach. He is an 

entrepreneurial, talented business man with honesty and integrity. Rich is also a fighter who is willing to work 

hard to meet goals. 

      - Neal Simon, Founder and CEO 

     Highline Wealth Management  

As more properties are brought into our OREO portfolio I will keep you and your team first on my list of 

contacts. Your team has been extremely instrumental in guiding our strategies and helping to keep me in tune 

with the reality of todays changing market trends. Thanks for all you do.    

       -Claire M. Cline, Former Vice President 

      Sandy Spring Bank 
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NOTABLE TRANSACTIONS 

Gaithersburg, Maryland 

CROWN FARM (AVENTIENE) 

WASHINGTON BUSINESS JOURNAL  

DEAL OF THE YEAR FINALIST 2005 

Seller: Crown Families 

Buyer: KB Home of Maryland & Centex Homes 

Sales Price: $137,000,000 

2000+/- residential units and 300,000 sq. ft. of 

retail/commercial land 
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